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♦ EXERCISE 1:
This exercise is both for writers of traditional characters as well as for writers
of simplified characters. All the characters have the same shape and the same
code in both Big 5 code environment and Guobiao code environment.

In choosing codes and signs, remember that the characters in the exercise have been
chosen so that all their signs need to be inputted. So, for a correct decoding, you just
need to spot the signs correctly; then you type the codes according to the order: left-
right; top-bottom; outside-inside).

Phrases Write
Codes & Signs Pinyin English ANSWERS

1 sç máng color blind NAU YVBU

2 måi máo eyebrow AHBU
 

HQU

3 jiæ jiæ elder sister VBM VBM

4 jiæ mçi sisters VBM VJD

5 mó guàng vision, view, sight BU FMU

6 câi  qò
to adopt a plan,
measure

QBD SJE

7 câi   chá pick up tea leaves QBD TOD

8 tíng shë colleague BMR JLLN

9 jé shîu
troublesome, hard
to deal with

DBDB Q

10 tñ chð
bulge, protrude
project

BSS UU

11 xuæ  rïu flesh and blood HBT OBO

12 shïu liáng catch a cold BBE EYRF

13 fó mò father and mother CK WYI

14 xiâo xèn
be careful; take
care

NC P

15 dë di younger brother CNLH CNLH

16 së fàng
square; four
directions

WC YHS

17 xè fàng
the west,
Occident

MCW YHS



Chapter 2, Section 2: Secondary Signs: Exercise

107

Phrases Write
Codes & Signs Pinyin English ANSWERS

18 cðn mén villager DDI RVP

19 zê  yèn consonants ND YTA

20 juå dëng decide EDK JMYO

21 wò guàn five sense organs MDM JRLR

22 pé máo fur; skin and hair DHE HQU

23 tà rån
another person,
others

OPD O

24 guî zhè fruit juice WD EJ

25 chìng dãn dilute EL EFF

26 qéu rån ask for help IJE O

27 gç wçi everybody HER OYT

28 gç zë each, oneself HER HBU

29 gào yáng a lamb TGF TQ

30 bäi zi a cup DMF ND

31 shâo yîu scarce FH KB

32 jèng chång
capital of a
country

YRF GIHS

33 péng hå gentle, moderate MFJ HDR

34 péng fán ordinary, common MFJ HNI

35 guàng dó luminosity FMU
 

ITE

36 rçn yë at will, arbitrarily OHG YTAP

37 zhë xiãng ideal aspiration GP HBR

38 xiãng zhe
turn towards; side
with

HBR TJKAAAA

39 hå miáo seedlings HD TW



Chapter 2, Section 2: Secondary Signs: Exercise

108

Phrases Write
Codes & Signs Pinyin English ANSWERS

40 bë dëng certainly, surely PH JMYO

41 bì xéng wave-form EDHE MTHHH

42 fân zhçng anyway, anyhow HE MYLM

43 bân zi board, plank DHE ND

44 dá ãn
solution, answer,
key

HOMR JVD

45 xiàng zi a box HDBU ND

46 quân yá canine tooth IK MVDH

47 dã yáng
the ocean; a silver
dollar

K ETQ

48 tái zhó pillar, main-stay IR DYG

49 qó shë die, pass away GI PT

50 yö zhïu universe JMD JLW

51 kç rån visitor, guest JHER O

52 fó xë the paternal line CK HVIF

53 shê lião
historical data/
materials

LK FDYJ

54 cìng cìng hurriedly PKK PKK

55 yîu qéng friendship KE PQMB

56 yîu méng well-known KB NIR

57 bëng dñ virus KMOB QMWYI

58 fí fâ Buddha dharma OLLN EGI

59 shë wó thing, object JLLN HQPHH

60 bçi pï be compelled LDHE YHA

61 xió shîu
to take a do
nothing attitude

LLW Q
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Phrases Write
Codes & Signs Pinyin English ANSWERS

62 huï shë or, perhaps IRM AMYO

63 bèng liáng ice-cold IME EYRF

64 diào hãn cunning & fierce SH PA MJ

65 yuán lião raw material MHAF FDYJ

66 shé yíu petroleum, oil MR ELW

67 bâi xëng
the common
people

MA VHQM

68 zuî yïu
left and right sides;
about

KM KR

69 kæ xé
unfortunately;
what a pity

MNR PTA

70 xiâo chîu clown, buffoon, NC NG

71 liâo shë dispose of a matter NN JLLN

72 wà kò speak sarcastically QJCN TJR

73 jè rïu muscle BHN OBO

74 jiò yuç September KN B

75 qiãn jià not good enough NO OGG

76 jiâo dó angle, perspective NBG ITE

77 duì fàng
in many ways,
in every way

NINI YHS

78 jiò jiò
for a long, long
time

NO NO

79 rån xiìng
“My dear
friend…”

OMM RHU

80 nçi ríng content, substance OB JCOR

81 që huã vaporize EOMN O P

82 qê gãi a beggar ON MYVS

83 ríng yë easy JCOR APHH
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Phrases Write
Codes & Signs Pinyin English ANSWERS

84 bèng lë
armed forces,
military strength

OMC KS

85 pèng pàng table tennis OMH OMI

86 zhuâ  jiàn the tip of a claw HLO FK

87 zhè wãi
besides, except,
beyond

INO NIY

88 kuãi só high-speed, fast PDK YDL
¤ ¤

89 gìng xê
congratulating
some one

TCP GRTR

90 lâo shë old-fashioned JKP IPM

91 zhê yë decree, order PA YTAP

92 bê fàng for example PP YHS

93 yæ hâo may as well PD VND

94 shë jiç the world PT WOLL

95 dãi biâo
representative,
delegate

OIP QMV

96 mén zhò democracy RVP YG

97 wî guí our country HQI WIRM

98 zhâo chá
find fault, pick
flaws

QI MRDAM

99 yïng gìng
hardworking,
studious

BQ MKS

100 qèng nián
youth, young
people

QMB OQ

101 fð qè husband and wife QO JLV

102 pãn dëng sentence, judge FQLN JMYO

103 kãn fâ
way at looking
something

HQBU EGI

104 nián fçn
a particular year,
vintage; age, time

OQ OCSH

105 tñ chð
project, protrude,
bulge

BSS UU
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Phrases Write
Codes & Signs Pinyin English ANSWERS

106 qð zhâng
district head,
magistrate

SRRR SMV

107 pê fð
ordinary man,
ignorant

SC QO

108 dào jó cutting tool SH BMMC

109 ær gïu ear-wax SJ GHMR

110 cháng jiàng Yangtze river SMV EM

111 zuë  jën
recently, lately;
soon; nearest

ASJE YHML

112 gïng yîu
to jointly possess;
total

TC KB

113 qé zhìng
among
(them/which/etc.)

TMMC L

114 bão lë violence, force ATCE KS

115 yèng wån English language TLBK YK

116 xéng fâ
penal code,
criminal law

MTLN EGI

117 xuæ  bæn
principal, original
capital

HBT DM

118 xëng hâo
fortunately,
luckily

GTJ VND

119 xiìng shîu assassin UK Q

120 mó qián
at present, at the
moment

BU TBLN

121 xiàn tiàn
congenial, inborn;
a priori

HGHU MK

122 máo bëng
trouble, illness
breakdown

HQU KMOB

123 máo jèn towel HQU LB

124 në shuê
to go against the
current

YTU E

125 hó xiàng
mutually, each
other

MVNM DBU

126 yê wãi
except, other than,
beyond

VIO NIY

127 mén shë a civil case RVP JLLN
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Phrases Write
Codes & Signs Pinyin English ANSWERS

128 biâo shë
show, express,
indicate

QMV MMF

129 mò xião
one’s old school
mater

WYI DYCK

130 zhuì zè table, desk YAD ND

131 zhçng cháng normal, regular MYLM FBRLB

132 zîu sè smuggle GYO HDI

133 yán xéng words and deeds YMMR HOMMN

134 wån huã
culture,
civilization

YK OP

135 jën së
approximate, be
similar to

YHML OVIO

� EXERCISE 2:  Reconstruct the characters using the Signs as building blocks!

Look at the codes and signs in the last column (ANSWERS) of the exercise tables above, and
try to remember what character they represent; then, write the character in the margin of the
book or on a different sheet of paper.

You should hide the second column.
You can get hints from the pinyin and the English meaning column.

This exercise is highly effective for learning the signs, AND will help increase your Chinese
vocabulary.
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