Ideas and Theories—D2


DISCOURSE 2

IDEAS AND THEORIES: FORMATION AND INFLUENCES

There was an advertisement for a talented craftsman, and a person came for the interview.

The interviewer commented:  “I don’t see your tools.”

The craftsman responded: “I must first see the task you require me to do.

After that I can decide how to approach it.

If I see the task, but don’t understand it,

what use are any tools?”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SYSTEM DEFINITION
SYSTEM TITLE:



Ideas and Theories

PREVIOUS SYSTEM:


Cosmic Principles

SUBSEQUENT SYSTEM:

Hierarchical Strata

UPPER SYSTEM: 


Behavior
LOWER SYSTEM:


Human Nature
SYSTEM INTERFACE:


Entity / Application
SYSTEM GENE:



Cause / Effect

SYSTEM STRUCTURE:


Observation, Understanding







Influence

SYSTEM PROPERTIES:


Subjective, Objective

SYSTEM APPLICATION:

Correct / Incorrect Ideas
I./-- SYSTEM  RELATIONSHIPS OF IDEAS AND THEORIES

System Analyzed: Idea – The Man of Heaven

Chinese Character Analysis: 觀念  guan1nian4, Idea: 
觀guan, to observe:

Body: 雚 guan4, the name of an aquatic bird; a bird skilled at observing its surroundings.

Head: 見jian4, to see; observed.
· Explanation: the vision of a “guan”; not even the smallest detail is missed.

念nian4, to think of:
Body: 今jin1, present, current, immediate.

Head: 心xin1, heart, an the internal sensory organ of humans.

· Explanation: at this moment, that which the mind is thinking about at this moment.

Word definition: the totality of mankind’s thoughts attained by observing objects and events.

Previous System: 
    Cosmic Principles - Heaven of Heaven.

Ideas and theories constitute humanity’s subjective understanding of the cosmic principles. 

Subsequent System:    Hierarchical Strata - Earth of Heaven.

The systematization of the ideas and theories is hierarchical strata.

。

Upper System: 
    Behavior - Man of Earth.

The original cause of ideas and theories derives from human behavior.

Lower System: 
    Human Nature - the Man of Man.

Human nature is affected by ideas and theories and produces the human character.

II./-- INTERFACE RELATIONSHIP OF IDEAS AND THEORIES
    System Interface: Entity / Application  

Chinese Character Analysis: 體用ti3 yong4, Entity/Application:

體ti3, body, state of a substance, a system:
Head: 骨gu3, bones; the hard internal structure of an animal.

Body: 豊li3, vessel for ceremonies.

· Explanation: the altar for ceremonies; those who make ceremonies; the origin of the structure of a system.

用yong4, to use: the ancient character was 「片刀」: the thin blade of a knife:.  

· Explanation: can put something into operation; capable of control; efficacious.

Word definition:  the root of a system, the “entity” reveals what can be understood of a system; the “application” relates to what can be controlled or its efficacy. 

 “Entity” refers to the original being of any event or object that is analyzed, which is to say all the things we understand, both concrete and abstract. 

All ideas have “applications”, which can mean a function, an effect, or a utility. Even ideas that are deemed useless might appear useful in a different time and space..

We are social creatures, but differ with other animals in that we undergo extended periods of learning and growth. In addition, saying a person has “Ideas”, we mean that he has an understanding of abstract and concrete things in the environment, and of the their functions and utility. “Entity / Application” is the interface between humans and ideas: this means that we comprehend the operations of the cosmos via the entity/application of ideas.

Every society has common patterns: ecological, geographical, historical, and cultural.  However, due to the fact that every individual occupies a unique position in time and space, the interfaces of each individual are consequently distinct, resulting in the differences between us.

Ideas form in the following manner: from the individual to the group, level by level from the small to the large, constantly expanding outwardly through the entity/application relationship. Analogous to the radiation of energy, this pattern develops from a single core and continually expands towards the entirety. 

III./-- GENE OF IDEAS AND THEORIES

System gene: cause/effect

Chinese Character Analysis: 因果 yin1guo3: Cause / Effect:
因yin, cause:
Head: 囗wei2, enclosure: four sides enclosure, closed. 

Body: 大da4, huge, large space. 

· Explanation: an expansive space; to be enclosed; the reason. 

果guo3, fruit : 

Body: 田tian2, a plot of land. 

Head: 木mu4, like the shape of a tree. 

· Explanation: the fruit of a plant, solid durable; once ripe, it breaks off and falls; the final state of processing of a system.

Word definition:  change has a beginning and an end; the beginning state is the cause and the ending is the effect.



We comprehend events and objects through observing their original entity to have an overall understanding of their cause and effect relationships.

From the systems point of view, the top and bottom interfaces of any closed system represent, respectively its cause and effect, while its left and right systems represent its entity and application.  These four relationships (entity, application, cause, effect) are the basic interfaces for any system.  With respect to ideas, the “gene” of the formation of cosmic phenomena is  “cause / effect”; but we comprehend cosmic phenomena through the interface of  “entity / application”. 
To be considered complete, an idea must include entity, application, cause, and effect.  When we analyze an idea, these concepts are essential for our understanding.  If any one of them is missing, the Idea will be incomplete and our comprehension unclear. 

Originally, entity, application, cause, and effect were the basic tools to understand ideas, but subsequent generations have allowed ideas to become routine.  In addition, owing to the explosion of knowledge, mankind has not investigated this problem.  In the modern world, while our scope of knowledge is broad and varied, it has no depth.  On top of this, our educational systems are strictly focused on raising technicians.  They encourage students to compete and instill in them the goal of personal gain.  Intellectuals protect their skills jealously, indiscriminately and selfishly abusing technology.  By disregarding others, intellectuals demonstrate their ignorance of causality and the confusion regarding ideas.

 IV./-- TERNARY STRUCTURE OF IDEAS AND THEORIES
The system structure is: observation, understanding, influence

Chinese Character Analysis: 觀察, guan1cha2, Observation:
觀guan1, to observe:
Body: 雚 guan4, the name of an aquatic bird; a bird skilled at observing its surroundings.

Head: 見jian4, to see; observed.
· Explanation: the vision of a “guan”; not even the smallest detail is missed. 

察cha2, to inspect, scrutinize: 

Head: 宀 mian3, roof; a room. 

Body: 祭ji4, to sacrifice to, to hold a ceremony. 

· Explanation: Ceremony in a room; during ceremonies everything must be inspected clearly; symbolizes that minutiae should be looked at and identified.

Word definition: observing the details and scrutinizing clearly.

Chinese Character Analysis: 認知ren4zhi1, Understanding:
認ren4, to recognize, to know, to admit: 
Head: 言yan2, the spoken word; to speak. 

Body: 忍ren2, the edge of a knife on a heart, to contain, to endure.

· Explanation: to put up with words; to think more in order to differentiate clearly; to endure.

知zhi1, to inspect, scrutinize: 

Head: 矢 shi3, an arrow. 

Body: 口kou3, the orifice for speaking. 

· Explanation: Uttering words at the speed of arrows, by extension: to discern, to understand.

Word definition: something thoroughly comprehended because of thinking.

Chinese Character Analysis: 影響ying3 xiang3, Influence:

影 ying3, a shadow:

Body: 景 jing3, a view, a scenery under the sun.

Head:   彡 shān1, hair or feather; pictogram showing lines.

· Explanation: a place hidden to the sun light; an image projected by illumination.

響xiang3, a sound: 

Body: 鄉 xiang1, the country; a place; direction;

Head: 音yin1, the original character was [言]; to emit a sound; the  movement which can be perceived.

· Explanation: where sounds come from; the movement related to sound.

Word definition:  objects have shadows, motion has sound; the inevitable consequence of any event.

Born from observation and molded in thought, ideas and theories result from a dynamic process and have the following ternary structure: observation, understanding, and influence.  Understanding and influence represent notions within our mind.
The first stage is “Observation”: sensory organs examine and scrutinize the details of what we are analyzing.  An outgrowth of the survival instinct of biological organisms, observation can be an instinctive action or a conscious behavior.  If there is no real comprehension of what has been observed, we cannot say an idea has been created.

   【認知】於中，將觀察所得，忍之於心，以求與經驗常識比較、結合。若觀察之訊 息與經驗或常識有所交集，是即為知。然而，認知與否  純屬  主觀，若認知後沒有任何影響，亦不能被認為是觀念。 

 “Understanding” is the second stage involving the observed information; we remember, compare, and merge it with previous experiences and common sense; this will mean that we now “know” the information.   However, if we understand something, but it remains purely subjective, without influence on others, we will still not consider it as an idea.

“Influence” proves and substantiates an idea.  A person that observes and comprehends something, but attains an idea that has no influence, only represents the subjective standpoint of the individual ego; it is an unproven opinion and an incomplete idea.

Our sensory organs rely entirely on observation; our understanding demands experience and conceptual thought; concepts derive from the influence of our predecessors.  If we apply flexibly the ternary structure of  “heaven, man, and earth”, it is possible to obtain different types of cognitive results with regards to “ideas”.  However, no matter how we organize these three components of the ternary structure of Ideas, we require all three for our complete grasp of ideas.
For example, as the “man” position represents a state of change, if we place “observation” in the “man” position, this suggests the idea of active observation by the observer and his passive understanding.  This kind of idea usually arises when we encounter unfamiliar subjects.  Another variation occurs when we place “understanding” in the “man” position, this refers to active comprehension of something, and the influencing of others.  And if “influence” is placed in the “man” position, then it refers to humans’ sustaining influence, and constitutes ideas that we passively accept. 
 V./-- PROPERTIES OF IDEAS AND THEORIES

System Properties: Subjective, Objective
Chinese Character Analysis: 主觀zhu3 guan1, Subjective:

主 zhu3,  an owner; a master:
Head: 、a dot; like the shape of a lamp’s flame. 

Body:   王, wang2, king, the highest authority. 

Explanation: the owner; the one responsible; point of view of oneself; the most important; the essence.


Chinese Character Analysis:  客觀ke4 guan1, Objective:

客ke4, a visitor, a guest:
Head:  宀  mián2, roof, a covered place

Body:  各gè4, each, individual, others. 

Explanation: the others within the room; the outsiders; the system outside a system.
Contingent on the position of the observer, ideas can be   “subjective” or “objective”.  Also called “predisposition or preconception”, the subjective belongs strictly to the individual. Being the total sum of the ideas conceived by mankind, the objective means the standpoint of the entirety and   it can also represent all of humanity and the universe. 

The subjective and objective exist because every thing is relative; the reason ideas are what they are owes to their origins in the subjective, but objective truth solidifies them.  Due to the nature of their relationship, when we explain ideas, we attempt to consider both.

Distinctions Between the Subjective and the Objective:

As humans, we go through a series of processes: emerging from nothingness and birth, our lives begin simply and grow more complex, understanding the world through nothing more than Ideas. The universe is infinite, our lives are limited; ideas supply the interface between the infinite universe and our limited lives; sometimes twisted and dense like a labyrinth in which the corridors run on forever, ideas can also be like passageways, only several feet in length.  While we can regard the subjective analogous to a small goat path and arbitrary in nature, the objective resembles a boulevard that has a definite direction and goal.

Since even the longest of journeys starts with one step, if we have a foggy path or weak willpower, our life will end up as simply a long nap.  In the same vein, for those who are clear about Ideas, their mind flows continuously and without interruption like the Yangtze River; conversely, those who are self-satisfied and selfish clutch to one skill for their entire life.  Some ideas have the power of the mythical Giant Peng bird that could travel 90,000 miles; and others resemble a swallow;
 others can allow us to ascend Mount Tai and look down on the minuteness of earth. However, still more short-lived ideas serve the corrupt and servile practices of selfish individuals: born in the morning and dead at night.

When we regard the properties of ideas (subjective and objective), they display a range of diversity: for the spiritual domain, they vary according to their associated level, from the highly refined and elegant to the common and pedestrian; as for the relationship between concepts and ideas, they are ambiguous and equivocal due to the lack of clarity provided by dictionary definitions of concepts; ideas often allow people to have the appearance of “understanding”, but in fact, people do not really understand; some ideas appear to exist while at the same time appearing not to exist.  Therefore, ingenious manipulators of ideas can be incredibly clever, but those who do not know how to apply them can go wildly astray.

Fuzzy by nature, ideas, originating from individual entities, encompass and influence a wide range of phenomena: human affairs, thinking, judgment, life behavior, etc.  In addition, since ideas are not altogether clear, but extremely flexible, they allow for fluidity and variance in thoughts, principles, behavior, and motives. 

Similar to ideas, our lifetime resembles a game involving the possible combinations of energy. Growing up in a multitude of environments and settings, we all search in the darkness of our ignorance; essentially, our ideas emerge from nothing.  We continuously test, experience, and accumulate them. Through the months and the years, we experience Ideas and pass them from one generation to the next, adorning and adjusting them. Finally, the Idea of the individual gradually takes shape until, in the end, the objective Idea is mature.  Once we understand the objective idea, our life has a clear goal and direction.
IMPORTANCE OF IDEAS AND THEORIES:

As outlines of our understanding, ideas can raise the efficiency of judgment during the thought processes.  Regardless of their correctness or falsity, desirability or detestability, ideas can utilize a few phrases as shortcuts for communication.

Due to the limitations of their judgment, people without ideas find it difficult to improve through experience.  In theory, education and learning were originally for the training of Ideas.  Unfortunately, in this age of stupidity, we demean ideas and classrooms only transmit unconnected and individual knowledge.   More distressing are students not having undergone the baptism of ideas, but learning “dead knowledge”: cherish worn and broken ideas.  Even worse, they interpret ideas out of context and propose that these pilfered and damaged ideas are their own. This is the vicious cycle of the failure to develop ideas.

The lighthouse for thought and comprehension, a lucid idea prevents the surface of things confusing us; it also cuts to the core of reality.  A unified idea, the bridge that leads directly to cosmic truth and functions as a universal standard, can explain all phenomena.   We can only exploit intellectual abilities after acknowledging and accepting all that is different and unique as the one and as a whole.
In fact, the span of our life is like an ocean of ideas and the corporeal body is like a lonely boat.  Society is the boat crew with all of us taking care of each other. When we enjoy calm wind and waves that make the surface of the ocean shining like a mirror, we only have to care for our own boat.  However, when a fierce and violent storm rolls in, bringing strong winds, pushing giant waves up, and tearing the heavens down, each of us is on our own.  Who among the boaters will be able to provide assistance in these trials and tribulations? 
Understanding the trials and tribulations in our life corresponds to our appreciation of the importance of ideas.  The value of society resides not only in the fact that each individual may have useful idea or theory, but also because we can share knowledge among the group.  In turn, the will of the group can build a city and can resolve any threat or danger.   If nobody has ideas, disaster will call; and even if the waves remain calm, the individual boats will collide in passing and will sink together. 

 “EGO” 
 NATURE OF IDEAS: 
When viewed in terms of a “structural model” (please refer to the section the “Structure of Cosmic Principles”—“Discourse 1”), the pressure exercised by ideas derives from an individual’s assessment of the environment.  If we regard an idea as a structure, it is a vortex (or like a vortex), the core of which is the “ego”; its perimeter connects to the entirety of the macrocosm.

A type of idea, the “I”, in daily life, is a link in the process of living:  the “I” is, indeed, the dynamic feeling of the connection between the past and the present.  Since the sensory organs do not provide sensations during sleep or unconsciousness, the “I” does not exist; and for the same reason, when our memory is lost, or consciousness is unclear, the “I” does not exist either.
Depending on the environment, the “I” often changes, but regardless of whether it changes or not, it follows the flow of time and sometimes enters into an unreal world.  All surviving memories, together with the “I” of the present, are nothing more than tenuous and imperceptible traces that allow the “I” to believe that it is the “me”! 
As soon as the “I” exists, it is still forever a temporary “passerby”.  The sensation of being a passerby and of being sometimes transported into a fantasy setting can occur when we read a novel, listen to a story, watch a movie, or, in the future, when we engage in multimedia virtual reality programs. While numbed by the reverie of our personal experience, in the end, where does the “I” exist?

Even not knowing who the “I” is, we tend to relish the present and develop habits of procrastination: when we have to sleep, we don’t; when we should awaken, we lie in bed; when we should arrive at a certain time somewhere, we are late; when we should leave, we delay.  Along the same lines, since most of us believe that the “I” ends with death, when we discover someone has died in a certain place, we avoid it.  We end up craving life and fearing death.

If we have achieved a clarity regarding Ideas, can the “I” die?  If the “I” is the link between the past and the present, obviously the “I” is not merely a body or shell.  It is possible for the “I” to exist in any time and space.  All that is required is the core of a vortex entity with memory capabilities being able to come and go at anytime; it can arbitrarily combine its “memory system” with its “feelings of the environment”.  As in watching a movie, once we select the character we want to identify with, the “I” has a feeling of being in the middle of the drama.

Without doubt, the “I” has a “life” and a “death”.  Every day when we sleep, the “I” ends without knowing it has ended.  Upon awaking, the “I” searches its memory bank. How can the “I” prove it is the “I”?  How can it be sure that it hasn’t entered another memory system?  When reading a novel or enjoying a movie, we can easily melt into another character.  In this case, we assume the desires and wishes of that character and the character comes to life through the medium of our mind; has the “I” ever suspected that this character it has slipped into was not the “I”?

The idea of the “I” embodies an instance of the confluence of time and space, it produces an individual’s feelings of the present combined with his comprehension of the past.  In addition, the “I” is a phenomenon occurring in an instant of change, but also a pattern reflecting the essence of the universe with its infinite combinations of oneness and multiplicity.  The “I” is one of the possible combinations within the boundaries of heaven and man.

The wisdom, stupidity, virtue, or decrepitude of the “I” is a basic key to the selection of the shell that someone inhabits.  The wise have the standards of the wise, the stupid have the stubbornness of the stupid; the wise and the stupid could not possibly choose similar shells to inhabit. The “I” and the “body” are a combination of the intangible and the material.   In Buddhist doctrine, the shell that we inhabit is the result of  “fate” or “karma”, but from the perspective of system analysis, “fate” would be the entity and our shell would be the application.  A thin line separates divinities and humans.  Every time we take a step in our lives, whether forward or backward, it is a function of the cycle of cause and effect.  As this fact links our lives with the vastness of heaven, how can the “I” not be cautious?

According to the law of evolution of the Cosmic Principles, an organism has both life and death, with its death providing the foundation for another life.  Serving as the bridge, for our “small ego” to approach the “large ego”, the interface of the “I” has neither life nor death, it only continually transfers from one shell to another.  To complete the mission of evolution, our only choice is to move towards the “large ego.”

VI./-- THE APPLICATION OF IDEAS AND THEORIES

Chinese Character Analysis:  正誤zheng4 wu4, Correct/Incorrect:
正zheng4, correct:
Body: 一yi1, one; first; the start; heaven.

Head:  止zhi3, to cease; to halt. 

· Explanation: to guard something to the end; correct; stop in middle of the path; the immutable rules. 
誤wu4, Incorrect:
Head:  言yan2, to speak; words that have been spoken.

Body: 吳wu2, exaggeration.

· Explanation: what is spoken is not true; mistaken.
Ideas and theories are references for understanding during our judgment process.   “correct” and “incorrect” are two opposite standpoints; they are not absolutes.  However,  “correct” and “incorrect” represent certain values; if we regard them as two polarities, we can consider the “positive” as  “is” and the “negative” as “is not”, then:

In terms of the “Correct” (right) standpoint, the associated values for “Correct” and “Incorrect” are:

 “Correct” 
= “is” (right)

 “Incorrect” 
= “is not” (wrong)

If we look at the standpoint as the “incorrect” (wrong), the associated values for “incorrect” and “correct” are:

“Incorrect”
 = “is” (wrong)

“Correct” 
 = “is not” (right)

Earlier in this chapter, we mentioned “influence” as a property.  Gleaned from the historical experience of humanity, we notice two aspects of the influence of an idea considered to be “correct”: one is spatial; the other is temporal.

The spatial influence of the “correct” idea is reflected in the way people interact.  It is the net effect of the interactions among the majority of people within a society at a given time even though it might represent only a fraction of the totality of human civilization.  At the other end of the continuum, the things related to the life and death of the individual are the temporal aspects of the influence of the “correct” idea.  Gradually diminishing with time, the influence of a subjective idea may still have influence in the environment of another time and space.

Acquiring ideas through learning, most people seek only to understand their most popular applications.  Of those ideas, the aspect they consider “correct” and follow relates invariably to the “spatial aspect”, which is the one that they most often see or hear about.   As those ideas are used by the majority in a society, the related applications become major social trends. 

If passed down through generations, a social trend forms a “tradition”.  Otherwise, trends change with time, making it difficult to ascertain their positive and negative aspects.  In a society with traditions, the temporal aspect represents the “correct” idea.  Owing to the influence of the spatial aspect on the temporal, most of us struggle for power and benefit in a hope to be associated with a major social trend.  Aside from seeking enjoyment, we also seek to join the “mainstream”.
For humanity, we can only distinguish if an idea is correct or incorrect in terms of its temporal and spatial aspects.  However, from the standpoint of heaven, all things are part of a holistic entity and a function of the process of the changes in energy: time and space, front and back, and large and small.  Passing the time and traveling the path, we discover in our journey that only those ideas and theories matching the truth of the universe can stand.


Before acquiring the ability to know the true nature of the universe, what mankind calls “objective” only reflects the cumulative understanding of a particular society.  Today, we are still inextricably dependent on the ecological state of the globe. We can continue to expand our understanding of the objective through our systematic scientific investigation, our research into each and every kind of environment in which we exist and the different rules governing the changes in the body and the mind. 

A method for systematic classification, science has strict standards for experimentation that purposely avoid the relative nature of humanity’s subjective comprehension.  The purpose of experimentation is to maintain objectivity.  However, since the person conducting the experiment will always be subject to the constraints of his sensory organs, standpoints will diverge causing Ideas to disintegrate, and eventually we will find it impossible to pursue them.

Thinkers, even though they have a subjective nature, disdain the day to day preoccupations and, in desolate lands, they go to search for the truth without respite. On the other hand, most people must think about the daily necessities of life. So, they only see what is in front of them, ignoring the eternal truths. But, with the passage of life through the generations, the face of objective reality has been revealed.  The eternal is the total sum of reality.  Later generations have been inspired by their ancestors and have formed a culture.

Even though the spirit of science strives for objectivity, science also suffers from bias since scientists are subjective individual entities.  This duality causes scientific theory and understanding to swing constantly between the subjective and objective.   In our pursuit of the truth, even as we study new subjects, we must always review what we have learned.  While we know that the past is filled with ridiculous theories, we must be aware that modern theories are not necessarily correct.  The important point is that, since we have the possibility to understand the true nature of the universe, we have the responsibility to explore all ideas.

When exploring ideas, conventions should not confine us.  We should use the subjective to pursue comprehension of the ideas, and apply the objective to prove them.  The following section will describe several major ideas to illustrate their various types of influences.
SCIENTIFIC THEORIES:

Chinese Character Analysis:  科學 ke1xue2, Science:
科 ke1, academic disciplines:

Head: 禾he2, a grain, category of plant.

Body: 斗dou3, a vessel for measuring.
· Explanation: Using a vessel to measure grain, symbolizes the measurable classification of events and objects.

學xué2, study:

Body: 臼爻,  receive; taught but yet received. 

Head: 子zi3, sons and daughters; children.

· Explanation: teach children that are still ignorant; receive a professional education; an efficient method of acquiring knowledge; systematic knowledge.

Word definition: the systematic classification of knowledge. 

In the 4th Century B.C., the Greek philosopher Aristotle (384-322 B.C.) thought that the earth was round, but nobody believed him. Prior to the 17th Century, the “Flat Earth Theory” was the predominant explanation in the West regarding the shape of the earth.  This theory stated that the edge of the earth ends in a bottomless ravine and when travelers approached it, they will fall in.  For this reason, people did not dare travel great distances.  Not until the 17th Century, and only after Magellan successfully circumnavigated the earth, was it proven that the earth was round.

Aristotle also hypothesized that the universe was full of “ether” which was a continuous, unbreakable, incompressible liquid that had mass, but no shape.  In contrast to the skepticism showed his round earth theory, most scientists up to the end of the 19th Century, including great minds like Galileo and Newton, accepted these assumptions without doubt.  Then, in 1887 the Scotsman Maxwell and the Englishman Moore
 used the most precise optical interference measuring devices of the time in an attempt to prove the existence of ether, but found none.  So when Einstein proposed the “Theory of Relativity”, the new physics of the 20th Century broke through its shell and was born.

Believing the earth was the center of the cosmos and all celestial bodies revolved around it, ancient mankind thought they were the center of the universe.  In 1543, Copernicus stood out from the crowd and proposed that the earth revolved around the sun.  This impious proposition called into question the intellects of all contemporary scholars.  Aggressively opposing his theory, the Catholic Church executed Copernicus making him a martyr for humanity.  Not until the 18th Century, through the earlier proofs of Galileo and Kepler, was the fact commonly accepted that the earth revolves around the sun.

In the world of modern physics, most experts believe that the present universe is the result of a major explosion, the “Big Bang”.  In 1915, Einstein announced the “General Theory of Relativity” and later Fermi
 proposed the model of the non-stable universe.  In 1929, Hubble discovered that distant stars displayed a noticeable red shift, and believed that, in accordance with the “Doppler Effect”, all stars were moving away from us.

Since all stars are moving away from us, astronomers deduce that the universe is like a balloon that is continuously expanding outwards.  Similar to the belief that God created the world, astronomers think that at the beginning of time, the cosmos was an extremely small cluster of energy.   After the bang, the energy transformed into matter, and what we have is the present universe.

Whether through science or mysticism, it is necessary to explore the birth and life of the universe.  However, it is amazing that immature and incomprehensible ideas can be taken out of context and become the major theory on the “origins of the universe”.  Looking at the past and comparing present available evidence, we find that science and mysticism are only ideas and that they both expand and contract depending on the nature of their interactions with the particular influences of their time and location.

The red shift of the light spectrum and the Doppler effect are facts.  The balloon-like expansion of the cosmos is also a reasonable hypothesis; the problem becomes how we utilize these Ideas.  In fact, there is another possible explanation for the red shift.  In his “General Theory of Relativity”, Einstein showed that a gravity field has a gravity effect on the electromagnetic wave that is directly proportional to its energy.  In any gravity field, high-energy radiation from an electro-magnetic wave has a short wave length and, when subjected to the force of gravity, its energy increases proportionately.  The farther the e-m wave travels through the vastness of space,  the greater the influence of the energy effect force (energy pressure; in terms of classical physics, “gravity”).  This phenomenon could also have produced the red shift.

However, scientists also believe in the existence of “black holes” that they characterize as the ultimate gravity field pulling and devouring high-energy electro-magnetic waves.  Strangely, the low-energy radio waves of the e-m wave can escape from a black hole and this represents the most prominent phenomena of red shift.  To conclude, we are left to choose from two “subjective theories” for the explanation of the red shift being used as evidence to substantiate the idea of the Big Bang.  In addition, these two explanations contradict each other.  These are the standards proposed by the preeminent scientists of modern times for one of our most important theories of cosmology! 

If the most exalted scientists can make this type of mistake, what about everyone else?  Thus without “wisdom”, we feel obliged to prostrate ourselves in front of the altar of “science”, but in any case, all ideas evolve through the continuous correction of their mistakes.

We can find a similar situation in biology.  In the second half of the 19th Century, the English scientist Charles Darwin published the “Origin of Species”, in which he proposed that organisms had evolved over a long period of time.  His theory of “natural selection and survival of the fittest” has influenced us to the present day.

The theory of evolution marked a major victory in the history of science.  Whereas the Idea that God created all creatures was for a long time the unchallengeable holy law of Christian civilization, today God has relinquished his job in Heaven and taken refuge inside a church on earth; He gave mankind the opportunity to resolve its own affairs.  Sadly, just as in any religion, the theory of evolution has many ignorant blind followers.  In some cases, believers have installed it into a new holy altar for worship.

The West viewed the theory of evolution as the classic theory for “survival of the fittest”, justifying its absolute control over the world’s resources.  Most people wholeheartedly believe that the idea that “the superior succeed and the inferior fail” governs the worlds of thought, politics, and economics.  While the evolution of the universe is a reality, the premise of  “natural selection” leaves much room for discussion.

Proposing the theory of “use or lose it”, the French biologist Lamarck
 asserted that the functions of the biological organisms develop due to “use” and deteriorate as a result of  “non-use”.  This kind of description explains the evolution of biological organisms, but Darwin’s followers denied it on the basis that heredity only included mutations and showed no evidence of gradual evolution.

On the surface, this is a battle between scientific theories, but in fact, scientists often engage in wars of  “paradigms of consciousness
”.  In the theory of “use it or lose it”, the weak can become strong through  “use” of certain functions, and the strong can become weak by discontinuing the use of some functions.   Of course, the strong do not want to give the weak a chance to improve and will insist on the continued propagation of the theory of  “Survival of the Fittest”.  What about the weak in this scenario?  They are extremely grateful when they get the gall to pilfer a small part of the wisdom of the strong; the result is the strong get stronger and the weak get weaker.

Since “paradigms of consciousness” are only relevant in a particular place, they do not influence cosmic evolution.  If evolution is true, it must correspond to the reality of the past, the present, as well as the future. To be considered the truth, it must also be applicable to the material, the biological, and the spiritual realms.

Another example of the influence that paradigms have on reasoning is demonstrated by the belief of certain scientists that the basic instinct of “mimicry” is evidence of the existence of the process of mutation.  The reason these scientists posit this premise is that they think the insects without mimicry would be easily discovered and destroyed by their natural enemy.  Suggesting that only those species with this form of mutation would survive, this argument is equivalent to saying that an architect designed an infinite number of blueprints which correspond to the possible combinations of energy, but he tore up all the blueprints that he felt would not be used; however this doesn’t mean the other blueprints won’t be used for the construction of buildings eventually. In any environment, every state has its necessary cause and effect.  If one type of insect can mutate to exactly meet the requirements of the environment, the possible combinations are limitless.  How many blueprints would heaven have to draw to accommodate this design brief? 
The correct explanation would be that since insects are born and feed in a given environment, they are close to the conditions of that specific environment where generations are born, grow, and adapt together.  Over tens of millions of years, they have adapted to small changes and discarded obsolete functions.  Their present state is the result of a long process.  (Of course, this type of theory is not immediately subject to experimental proof.  On the other hand, why should we suppose that nature’s evolution is provided for the convenience of scientists’ experiments?) 
The incorrect usage of Ideas can again be illustrated in mankind’s efforts to exterminate “harmful pests” like mosquitoes, flies, mice, cockroaches, etc.  In the 20th Century, while we invested massive amounts of thought and invented innumerable highly toxic chemicals for this purpose, mosquitoes and mice reproduce as profligately as in the past and their populations continually increase.  Now, concealing themselves in the dark and waiting to bite us, all of our efforts have only resulted in pests becoming “well behaved”.

Evolutionists assert that owing to their short lifespan, insects develop antibodies very quickly.

How do mosquitoes develop a resistance to pesticides?  Isn’t this a question for science?  Evolutionists adduce evidence said to show that if we spray 10,000 mosquitoes with pesticide, 9,900 do not resist, but perish; this demonstrates that the 100 mosquitoes that did not die have a resistance to it. If the surviving mosquitoes continue to reproduce and proliferate, later generations will naturally inherit the gene resistant to that pesticide, and will be immune to it.   
Great theories will invariably have a great number of followers; this is due to the seductive nature of ideas. If we place “influence” in the man position of the ternary structure, instead of in the earth position and “understanding” in the man position, the result is “blind faith” in ideas! 
 In the case of the resistance built up by mosquitoes, scientists have failed to explain a seemingly insignificant point that we believe is critical: even if those hundred mosquitoes really had a resistance to the pesticide, what kind of resistance is it?  Is there one type of resistance only?  Or are there hundreds, thousands, or tens of thousands of types?   Has the resistance to all of the pesticides that we can invent been preset within the bodies of those one hundred mosquitoes?

Apparently, the primary assumption in this situation does not make much sense; the more plausible explanation is that 9,900 out of ten thousand mosquitoes were killed while the remaining one hundred only sustained minor damage.  Within the bodies of the surviving mosquitoes remained a residual amount of the deadly toxin; after the event, the poison was absorbed into the tissue of the body; some of it became a part of the structure of the amino acid cells of the mosquitoes and was “transmitted” to future generations.  Because the chemical molecules of the inherited amino acids had a similar structure to that of the toxin, this type of mosquito can be said to have acquired resistance and the poison’s effect will be reduced.

We are the most powerful species on the earth, but we can’t even manage to exterminate mosquitoes!  Where is the glory of our scientists?  However, a seductive Idea still captures our minds!  Even though Darwin’s “Origin of the Species” does not mention this element; some still comfort themselves and believe that survival of the fittest is the truth and that the elimination of mosquitoes is a matter of time; any theory will have individuals to exploit it arbitrarily.  However, if we accept the opposite premise of Lamarck (“use it or lose it”), humanity will never destroy mosquitoes.  Indeed, one of the implications of the “use it or lose it” theory is that the superior will never be able to assert their superiority! 

Even more inconceivable is the fact that some scientists think that life originated in outer space. This demonstrates the deep influence of the “theory of divine creation”.  Astronomy created a giant explosion and biology hopes for a massive migration!  Why can’t they think for a moment about where the life in outer space came from?  Does this mean that we must create another outer space for outer space?

CONFUCIAN THOUGHT

Chinese Character Analysis:  儒家 ru2jia1, Confucianism:
儒ru2,
Confucianism:
Head:  人 ren2, humanity.

Body: 需 xu1, required.   

· Explanation: needed by humans and the world; people with learning; the scholarship and the thought of Confucius.

家jia1, a family: 

Head: 宀 mián2, a roof, a room;

Body: 豕 shi3, animal; live stock, a colloquial term for pig. 

· Explanation: Ancients raised pigs in rooms; by extension: the communal life of relatives.
Word definition: A school of thought during the Warring States Period (475-221 B.C.) in China represented by Confucian Thought. 

Reaching maturity over three thousand years ago, Chinese culture emerged early in human history.  During the Spring Autumn (770-476 B.C.) and Warring States periods (471-221 B.C.), thinkers and philosophers incessantly argued about competing doctrines and theories. Then, in 221 B.C. the Emperor Qin unified the nation and reorganized the system of Chinese thought and writing. During the Han dynasty (206 B.C.-220 A.D), the official Dong Chong Shu
 recommended the exclusive use of the Confucian doctrine for the organization of society.  Two thousand years hence, the Chinese people have been unable to escape the influence of Confucian thought.

Providing the roots of Chinese culture, the “Huang Lao” system of thought focused on the exploration of human life.  Later this tradition divided into two schools: the “Daoists” and the “Confucians”.  The Daoists emphasized the relationship between “man and nature” promoting serenity and non-action.  Daoist influence was analogous to the slow seeping of water, filling every crack in the mind, slowly exerting its influence. Confucians stressed the relations between “man and man”.  They, in essence, designed a “greenhouse for human nature” encouraging people to interact peacefully.  Enshrined as the primary subject of veneration by the practical-minded Chinese, the Idea of Confucian thought supplied the foundation stone for stabilizing the society.

During the Han and Tang Dynasties (618-907 A.D), Buddhism arrived in China from the West. Buddhism discusses the relationship between “mind and man”.  Since neither the Daoists nor the Confucians touched on the theme of “mind”, the Chinese naturally gravitated towards this new subject.  The resulting combination of these three doctrines enriched Chinese culture and it attained new levels of brilliance.  In religion, “Zen (Chan)” represents the synthesis of these three traditions.  In the field of thought, the “Rationalists” of the Song (960-1279 A.D.) and the Ming Dynasties (1368-1644 A.D.) emerged as the leading exponents of this synthesis.

Once complete, a system of philosophical thought stabilizes.  However, stability also marks the beginning of its decay.  From the onset of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911 A.D.), the true standard bearers of Chinese culture in society have been few and far between.   The decay of this thought system through successive generations contributed to the decimation of the virtuous and talented.  The cultural scene was left dry and barren causing us to sigh in light of the achievements of our ancestors.

The last several centuries has seen the expansion of world trade and the rise of European industrial powers. Their missionaries and businesspeople used the advantage of ships and cannons to obliterate the Chinese greenhouse for human nature.  For the last three hundred years, billions of lives have come and gone, and the Chinese have become a second-class nation.  The Chinese economy is backwards and its culture paralyzed preventing us from proudly standing among the peoples of the world. 
Any extreme will always have a counter-reaction and the cycle of the rise and the fall of all individuals, groups, nations, cultures are part of the cosmic patterns.   In contrast to China, the West raised the question of the relationship between humans and “matter”, but for those individuals who pursue the truth of human life, “hearing the way in the morning, they can accept death at dawn”.  From the standpoint of the eternal, hundreds of years are insignificant.  What is important is: where is the truth?  Can we see through to the true nature of the universe?

  
When we regard traditional Chinese culture as a ternary structure, we discover that while the heaven and man components were mature and highly developed, it was missing the element of “matter” in its ternary structure and we could characterize it as handicapped and incomplete:

Heaven
            = Man and Nature (Laozi; Zhuangzi)

Man

= Man and Man (Confucius)

Man and Mind (Zen)


     Earth
            = (nothing—missing component of ternary structure)  


On the other extreme, the West had “Earth” component (Man and Matter – the Enlightenment, the Industrial Revolution), but its components for Heaven and Earth were immature and incomplete.  From the above analysis, the truth of our life appears to be in accordance to the ternary structure of Heaven, Earth, and Man?   Through the evolution of the ages, humanity has matured, but, if we do not apply ourselves to the pursuit of the eternal truth, nothing will remain of human life, but a long sigh.

 
Confucians required people to “study the classic texts” in order to learn about “morals, virtues, characters, and classics”; the aim being to “regard the affairs of the world as your own responsibility”
.  Without a moral position and clarity on classic texts, a person cannot gain wisdom.  In this case, what could he contribute to the world?  From the time of the May 4th movement, Chinese intellectuals have worshipped at the coattails of Western intellectuals.  They studied technology and all they thought about was their own self-interest.  Western culture flooded the Chinese nation, race, and culture: “global village”, “stocks”, and an adulation of “the song and dance of minority groups”, etc.

During the 1950s, the United States began researching “Artificial Intelligence”.  In step with the daily and monthly innovations in computer technology, this research has become a primary focus for the scholarly efforts of many nations.  The human resources invested were and are of the top caliber and the financial resources were and still are astronomical.  Some people think this will be the final revolution for the human race and others are just as certain in their convictions that Artificial Intelligence is not feasible.

Our reliance on the written and spoken language for communication is the critical factor for the success or failure of Artificial Intelligence.   Even if a computer had intelligence surpassing ours, of what value would that ability be if the computer could not communicate with us?  Everyone can use language; unfortunately, only very few know its wonders and mechanics.

We control computers through “programming languages”.  Even though they have numerous functions, these languages are not organic and need a programmer to organize them.  However, programmers are limited in their wisdom and abilities; they often write programs mechanically, to survive only, without understanding the true value of the languages that they use.

The languages we use in every day life have incomparable organic possibilities; they can represent the feelings experienced during one’s life, the states of events, and the wonders of Ideas.  The problem for Artificial Intelligence revolves around, how can we transfer to a computer the capabilities of language and produce a similar effect as in real life?  In other words, while programming languages can force the computer to record the steps for the execution of a command, and process information accordingly, the language we use grew “naturally”.   When we use language, we do not rely on a record that can be traced step by step like a programming language.    However, nobody can ever master completely the limitless variations and combinations of a language. 
After researching “Natural Language”, scientists discovered that the spoken and written languages innately contain the different patterns of understanding and the common sense that all mankind possesses.  Any system, whether human or not, that can use script and speech to express and process the rules of common sense, can be said to possess  “wisdom”. 
We build our wisdom by observing, understanding, and recording objects and events.  We organize, accumulate, and transmit these records into the written and spoken language generation after generation, down to the present.  Thus, past generations develop the written and spoken language for the transmission of wisdom for future generations to learn.  In sum, we exhibit wisdom due to our manipulation of speech and script.  If what we write or express verbally is unreasonable, it can be said that we lack the understanding and application abilities of wisdom.  Therefore, to understand what wisdom is, it is necessary first to understand the written word and the spoken language.

Today, it is clear that the Confucian requirement to “learn the classics” demonstrated foresight.  Having substance, clear principles and classifications, the classic texts contain principles of human life and crystals of wisdom.   These works will instill wisdom in those students who study the texts, carefully consider their contents, and follow the precepts they exhort.

A new era, “intellocracy” 
 is upon us and that means that new opportunities are open to us.   The former systems are like steps in history: theocracy, aristocracy, human rights, and plutocracy.  To ascend the throne of this new order, one must first completely master the textual and verbal aspects of language; otherwise, all other efforts will be futile.

FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY

Chinese Character Analysis:  自由 zi4 you2, Freedom:

自zi4, self: 

· Explanation: the pictograph of the shape of a nose; indicates “myself”; a preposition, represents a subjective standpoint; the origin of change.

由you2, cause: 

· Explanation: the beginning of a system; the basis. (Suggests coming from a “cultivated field”).

Word definition: the basis of the start of change.
Chinese Character Analysis:  民主min2 zhu3,  Democracy:
民min2, a logical aggregate, refers to a crowd at the beginning of its formation and ignorant;  the common people:

主 zhu3, an owner, a master:

Head: 、  a dot; like the shape of a lamp’s flame.  

Body:   王 wang2, king, the highest authority.
· Explanation:  the owner; the one responsible; one’s own point of view; the most important; the essence.

Word definition: a political system ruled by commoners.

An ideal all men dream of attaining, freedom and democracy, are ideas deserving exploration.  Unfortunately, one of our greatest failures is the tendency to attach our individual hopes to an Idea that we do not entirely comprehend.

Everyone’s desire to ascend to paradise after death demonstrates this tendency.  We all have our own plan on how to get there, but no two people see paradise in the same way.  Most of us aggressively pursue enjoyment and happiness, but fail to realize our indulgence derives from the sacrifices and contributions of others.  In the same way, the paradise after life (the heaven promised by many religions) is purely a subjective utopia reserved for a single individual’s soul prohibiting others from taking up residence. 
Society is just a large number of people living together. In terms of structure, regardless of the social group, there are three possible types of organizations.  In the first type, the few lead the majority and the government unites the thinking and behavior of the population: this is the case of aristocracy, authoritarianism, or autocracy.  In the second type, the majority decides for the minority and the quality of the citizens decides the quality of the government: this is the democratic political system.  The third kind is a hybrid between the first two, in which it is difficult to distinguish between the role of the government and the people allowing for a multitude of possibilities.

Political systems are ideas that are among other things, spontaneous, replicable, or authoritarian.  To borrow an analogy from ecosystems, in a dry environment, aquatic plants cannot grow, and in the marsh it is difficult to raise cactus.  In a similar way, ignorant people hold an axe in their hands and they think they can do something; when in fact they can do nothing. Try asking the heroes and the warriors of history, what ideal system did they succeed in creating?  Where have any system be successfully transplanted? 
Freedom means the power of self-decision; the possibility of self-determination, but who is the “self”?  When someone’s stomach is hungry, he will say, “I want to eat”; is the “I” the “stomach”?  Does the stomach have a “physical body”?  Is it the “neurons” that sense hunger?  Or is it a kind of “instinctive sensation” of survival for the life entity?  True freedom lies in escaping the bonds of physiology and deciding not to eat! 

In the beginning, who is free to decide the place of birth, the family in which to grow up, the education to receive, and the friends to encounter?  When something goes according to our personal whims, we exaggerate its importance and believe that it was due to our efforts.  What most of us fail to realize is that we do not control the course of events.  When the time is right, the spring comes, the green leaves compete to sprout; we cannot resist the temptation of carnal pleasure that the season brings.  In fact, heroes do not create heroic situations; situations forge most heroes. 

In times of peace, we are satisfied with our environment: the centripetal force exceeds the centrifugal force.  During these times, “saints” appear that embody the common dispositions of mankind.  So-called saints and virtuous individuals practice “self restraint”.  Most people have no confidence in themselves.  They rely on others to create a system of reference, which they will replicate as a mirror image.  If a society loses order, or if the tendency of the mind drifts towards free will and the abandonment of restraint, saints will not appear, and people will loose their direction. 

Centripetal and centrifugal forces determine the stability of any system.  For humans, centripetal force is analogous to “self-control” and centrifugal force to “self-indulgence”; these two forces also resemble a vehicle on the highway that because it has faulty brakes is going dangerously fast.  

The plutocracy took over upon the advent of material civilization.  During this period, the conflicts among men gradually became more evident. Profits became the aim of competition and the subject of propaganda for the mutual glory of those who profited.  Naturally, the heart of the masses turned to self-interest and the “democratic system” evolved as the newest pet for the masses.  In theory, this system is “government by the people”: elections, legislation, political participation, etc., and any “person with ability” can be elected to a governing position.  In reality, having long manipulated the entire system, multinational financiers and their groups take advantage of the private desires of the people.  The captains of industry use “those without ability (the ignorant masses)” as their stepping stone to the citadels of power.  And among the riders who buy a ticket on the bus of “democracy and freedom”, how many have asked about the condition of its “brakes”?

Someone who has not experienced democracy and freedom will naturally imagine it is like Heaven, but as mentioned earlier every individual’s heaven apotheosizes a different God. Among a group ruled by individuals with low intellect, if the members do not fulfill desires, struggles for power and profit will ensue. And why is that?  The problem is: who knows himself or herself?  Who knows the real needs of human life?  The result of not knowing the directions in life are: to hunt for animals, we burn the forests; to catch fish, we drain the marshes.  The facts demonstrate that the sugar-coated package of democracy and freedom has developed into a dangerous amusement park of unlimited greed.

The unrestrained pursuits of economic development, material desires, and personal enjoyment are the true signs of democratic freedom.  The false front of this heaven can be maintained only until the limited resources of the earth have been squeezed dry.  Short sighted people need only to live long enough and they will see the limits of economic growth reached, which will also be the final reckoning for freedom and democracy.

Assuming that “democracy and freedom” is a vortex, the “energy pressure” that derives from its interior is made of the “material needs” of the population, while the pressure on the exterior comes from finance and trade necessities.  For a vortex to maintain stability, its centripetal force must be greater than its centrifugal force.  When the foreign trade of wealthy nations is strong, its centripetal force is great.  Naturally, everyone hopes to abandon poverty and embrace wealth.  Conversely, when the centrifugal force is greater than the centripetal force, disaster will strike making everybody an outcast. 

The equilibrium of “supply” and “demand” is the root of the problem.  As material supply derives from energy sources, we know that the earth’s stored energy has its limits.  The most optimistic estimates for energy reserves are approximately 50 years.  After that we can look forward to eating on top of a barren mountain.  It is pointless to ask why so few are worried.  When the radius of the vortex continually expands, society, knowledge, and the ego are all inflating.  The events we encounter in our daily life are too numerous to cope and keep up with.  Since the problems seem to be in faraway lands or a long time in the future, who cares about tomorrow or the day after?  If we can’t even fulfill our personal enjoyment, why care about our spouses, children, grandchildren, or others?

We see that we are fast approaching the limits only when we stand above the whirlpool.

INTELLECTUALS 
Chinese Character Analysis:  知識 zhi1shi4, Knowledge:
知 zhi1, to know

Head: 矢 shi3 an arrow. 

Body:   口, kou3, human speech. 

· Explanation: Uttering words at the speed of arrows; by extension: to discern, to understand.
識 shi4, to recognize:
 Head: 言, yan2 the spoken words.

Body:   戠zhi2 various phenomena. 

· Explanation: spoken words and phenomena; that which can be experienced.
Word definition: The results of mankind’s understanding of the myriad of phenomena, which is the data that has been classified and organized.

Chinese Character Analysis:  愛 ai4, Love:

Body:  受shou4, to receive passively.
Head: 心 xin1, the internal sensation organ which can comprehend feelings.

Explanation:  to use the heart to receive other’s attention; liking; parents admiration, adoration and happiness.
One day worshipping the emperor, the next day kneeling before the ministers. Praying to the gift of the industrial revolution, most of us are the devoted followers of material civilization; gazing at its momentary awesome power over the world, we kneel before its altar.

Just as bizarre is the relationship between an epoch and the “I”: an “event” in time and space, existing virtually like a blowing sandstorm; or like a tropical storm-front, it sweeps every object in its path into its center. 
An “era” is a slice of time that aggregates all of the “I(s)” into one entity, and evolves, as does the “I”.  Following the law of evolution, the present era approaches the ultimate limit of human civilization.  Whatever tomorrow brings, the mankind of today is clearly a slave of material desire. How, then, should the “I” handle this?

Unfortunately, the best and brightest of this era are the so-called “intellectuals”, who mostly serve as missionaries for the doctrine of self-interest.  The interesting aspect of the origins of this movement is that they are grounded in the industrial revolution.  During that period, the nations of Western Europe were the first to profit from the benefits of material wealth.  At that time “merchants” and “craftsmen” brazenly pursed their self-interest, pompous to the extreme, and they brought insanity to the world.

The cycle of material consumption is continuous and relentless: industry requires materials, materials require finance, finance requires sales, sales require products, products require production, production requires technology, technology requires training, etc.  From the beginning of the industrial revolution, the west constructed a massive industrial system.  In turn, we have erected innumerable pyramids representing the framework of industry around the globe binding human civilization together.

People with vested interests occupy the apexes of these pyramids,
 but those towards the base of the pyramid must bear the force of gravity.  To ensure the protection of their advantage, those with vested interests must first buy the minds of everyone.  They exploit the greed of human nature by aggressively promulgating the idea of the freedom to indulge material desires.  Human existence turns into a battle for material wealth: those without ability yearn for it; those with ability step forward to claim it.
Fundamentally, education should concentrate on instructing students on how to live and nurturing their body and mind. However, the doctrine of self-interest has refocused education into the engineering of desires.  Students attend schools that resemble “training camps” of self-interest.  With intellects having yet to mature and knowing nothing about human life, they appear to be “pewter spearheads that shine like silver.”
   When you meet them, they bow; these trainees upon graduation call themselves by the flowery term “intellectuals”.

Leaving the gates of their schools, the intellectuals only think about wealth and their mouths only speak on subjects of profit.  They fix their eyes on the apex of the pyramid; they step on the heads of others as they struggle toward their goal going to any extreme to climb to the top.  Moreover, this generation of bullies and robbers are often only concerned with appearances, employing verbose and pointless arguments in the pursuit of private benefit. The end result is that nobody knows what to follow or how to act.

Founded on profit, material civilization has a snow-covered apex that only those with exceptional ability can ascend.  Environment molds our ability.  Always on guard against threats from the up and coming, intellectuals with vested interests purposely create an endless array of placebos and sedatives to numb people into thinking “wish it and you will succeed, with no effort you can gain something”.  This strategy not only cheats others, but it also cons oneself.  In the end, it can damage a person’s mind and purge someone of his or her rational nature.

An example of this placebo effect is the advocacy of the “education of love” by contemporary educators and psychologists.  Believing that children cannot sustain the substantial pressure on their body and mind demanded by traditional methods of education, they insist the young should enjoy a “happy childhood”.  This entails satisfying a child’s material desires, advocating encouragement, and prohibiting punishment.  They gear everything to indulging the child’s wishes and to transforming society into a children’s amusement park.

In fact, children have the greatest ability to adapt and what they must adapt to is the environment. There is nothing intrinsically good or bad about social phenomena, it is merely a reality; an emphasis on imagined happy childhood is only a well-intentioned deception.  If a child is accustomed to joy and laughter, he or she eventually must grow up.  When this occurs, they perceive the reality of a normal competitive adult society as cruel pressure and torturous.

Owing to the ignorant indulgence of parents, modern youth have never suffered.  Buckling under even the smallest amounts of pressure, they often have not developed the necessary sense of responsibility, resulting in deficient psychological functions.  One person’s misfortune is an isolated incident, but through the influence of the continued efforts of intellectuals, the majority of society has inadvertently, but effectively, become a tragicomedy.

The loss of the correct perspective on life of modern man is even more unfortunate. Although we possess knowledge, life today is more dangerous than in the jungle; or even more precarious than in primitive times.  If our mind is lost in the joys of childhood, we are only concerned with ourselves, not others.  People work because there is no alternative, and personhood is only for personal enjoyment; if things don’t work out as desired, we resort to violence. A couple decides to have children, but they don’t know where the responsibilities of human life lie; the family members will become competitors who are only interested in maximizing their individual levels of  “ego happiness”.  In the end, human relationships go bankrupt.  Everywhere society burns like an out of control wild fire.  What then is the use of all the knowledge?

Human selfishness has not changed since the dawn of time.  The only thing different is that in the past the weak and unable were subject to less harm.  Despite all of their knowledge and ability, intellectuals are only concerned with themselves; since society bestows great authority on intellectuals, the more knowledge they have the greater and more violent the potential harm they may cause.

        「愛」不是知識，不能以之作為功利的手段。「愛」原是一種團結的力量、人心之甘霖，是在環境的壓力下，人際間建立的向心力。蓋人基於本能，需要安全，「不得不」相互關心、協助、奉獻，然後才能「用心承受他人的用心」。在自然界就算猿猴、豺狼之屬，牠們也是在生存的壓力之下，必須群居，時日一久，進化形成一些友善的習慣之動作，彼此相互除蝨、舔毛，藉之溝通、促進團結。

Originally, “love” was a kind of force for uniting people; it is not knowledge; we cannot use it as a means for material gain.  Love resembles the fresh morning dew; it forms within the human heart and under environmental pressure, it is the centripetal force in personal relations.  Love originates in our basic instinct to obtain security; we “have no alternative,” but to have mutual concerns and afford assistance. Circumstances oblige us to give of ourselves to others to reciprocate the feelings of others”.  In the natural world, many animals congregate for survival: monkeys, panthers, and lions, etc.  Over time, friendly habits evolve within the group, such as removing lice and grooming; these communicative activities promote unity.

Concern requires exchange between the hearts of the individuals involved; assistance requires understanding of other persons’ problems; even more so, giving of oneself requires the sacrifice of our ego.  Possession and self-indulgence are not love.  Most certainly, love is not failing to communicate, misunderstanding, or lack of attention.  The importance of the “education of love” lies in the giving of oneself.  “Love” is a principle and the motive force of education; if one does not understand “love”, education becomes a mere profession that meaninglessly waves the banner of  “love”.   More importantly, without a handle on the underpinnings of “love”, future generations will have to face the consequences of our ignorance: destruction.

Originating from our pursuit of understanding human life, knowledge has become a tool for the satisfaction of personal interests.  Knowing only profits and having no grasp of human life, intellectuals have become the slaves of knowledge.

What is not apparent to many of us is that we are gazing upon the final sunset of human civilization: the prelude of the final dusk is upon us.  Although unpleasant to hear, we offer some concluding advice to intellectuals: why not forget your self-interest temporarily and use what you know for the future of mankind?  

PRESSURE STRUCTURE

Chinese Character Analysis:  壓力ya1li4, Pressure:
壓ya1, to press:
Body:  厭yan4, the shape sustained underneath a tall rock; to suffer enough; to press down.
Head: 土 tu3, earth, soil.

· Explanation: add force to an object; making an object immobile.

力li4, a pictogram: the shape of human muscles; the effect force of a system.

Word definition: the effect of energy or mass.
In “Discourse One – Cosmic Principles”, “universal energy pressure” was described as the origin of all phenomena in the universe.  We will attempt a unified explanation of “pressure structure” in terms of each of the systems detailed in the book.
The creation of all manifestations in the cosmos springs from pressure.  Regardless of whether it is a physical object or an abstract spiritual entity, all are the same in this respect.  We can better understand reality through a comprehension of this principle.

In the 18th century, Newton’s theory of gravity became the foundation stone for classical physics.  However, he still could not propose a reasonable explanation of gravity.  Scientists gladly accepted the clear and orderly mechanical universe.  Everyone was completely satisfied, but nobody took the next step in the pursuit of understanding: “why is there gravity?”   In the 20th century, Einstein’s theory of relativity referred to gravity as “curved space and time,” saying it was a relative effect of gravity.  In addition, he thought that the four forces (gravity, the electro-magnetic, the weak, and the strong forces) could be unified into one force, or the “unified field theory.”

As no one discovered “gravitons” during this earlier era, the “unified field theory” was not successful, but scientists did not give up.  In the late 20th century, some scientists proposed the “super string theory.”  They thought that the basic elements of the physical cosmos were microscopic “strings” that were assembled dimension by dimension by the four forces and matter interacting.  They contend that the strings produce each dimension up to the tenth dimension, which is the present universe.
“Cosmic Principles” follows a simple pattern and what we propose as a global unified explanation is founded on the “Pressure Structure.”  It describes “the what” and “the why” of matter and motion.  Using this explanation, we can elucidate the field of physics and validate the substance of matter. Not only this, but we also explain abstract events that are metaphysical using the pressure structure.   Indeed, since we are discussing the truth, the pressure theory should be applicable as a standard anywhere and for everything in the universe. 

The cosmos is inherently a simple and uniform entity of energy; its complexity derives from man’s mind and the tools that we create.  When we use tools to break knowledge down into its most basic components, we discover that the only value that cannot be divided infinitely is the value of “0”; that would imply that “0” is the only value that has no limits.
Since “0” is the only value with no limits, from the perspective of knowledge, the universe is infinite.  If truth is our goal, we must attempt to analyze all phenomena in order to restore the unity of the universe by returning to “0”.  What we call the “pressure structure” is the result of this induction process. 

The “pressure structure” comprises three forces: energy effect force, centripetal force, and centrifugal force.  The energy effect force is the first and can also be more simply called “pressure”.  The second, centripetal force, is the compressed energy directed towards the center and it is an agglomerating force.  The third, centrifugal force, is energy with the tendency to expand or the counter effect to the centripetal force.  These three elements combine to form, under the pressure of energy, the so-called vortex.  An energy structure, the vortex constitutes the “entity”; the phenomenon of spin is the abstract symbol of this concrete structure, and its “application” 
.

.
A water molecule is an example of how we can use the pressure structure to explain phenomena. A water molecule is the entity resulting from two hydrogen atoms and a single oxygen atom combining due to the “pressure structure” at a temperature of approximately 120 degrees. A water molecule has mass; when it sustains heat motion is produced and there are interactions between the centrifugal forces of the water molecules.  Heat energy and environmental pressure determine the distance between the water molecules.  When heat energy is high, the distance is great; when the pressure is great, the distance is small.  The distance between the water molecules determines whether water is in a gaseous, liquid, or solid state.

A drop of water is a “group” produced by the pressure of the atmosphere. There is an agglomerating force within the center of the drop, while its surface displays a spreading expansion force.
The phenomenon of “dissolution” occurs when the electrons of a water molecule exchange with those of other matter; receiving heat energy, water expands and becomes a gas, and since its weight is light, it rises to become a “cloud”; when water drops combine in large quantities, they fall as “rain”, and when on the ground, we call it “water”.
The “application” (as in “entity / application” relationship) of the system of water is its distribution on the surface of the earth through the cycle of the three states of change mentioned above. The cycle results from the earth’s orbital position and of the surface temperature due to irradiation by the sun’s rays.  On the surface of the earth, water dissolves matter, which follows the flowing motion of water and comes together as the ocean, increasing the efficiency of the combinations of matter and leading to the creation of life forms. 

Another example of “pressure structure” is that of the cells of biological organisms; they are individual systems resulting from bio-chemical pressure; the nucleus is the agglomerating core and its membrane is the peripheral limit of its expansion.  Coming into contact with a useful material, the cell uses a spinning force of the membrane wall to ingest the material.  Once inside, the cellular matter recombines the ingested material to become part of its tissue; this process is the growth phenomenon.  The cell will grow until its membrane reaches a certain capacity and the internal pressure surpasses the external.  At this point, the cell membrane will fissure and reproduction will have begun.

Biological organisms are “group systems” born from the pressure of environmental change.  The agglomeration of the core of this type of organism depends on the species.  In principle, it has a core for the sensing function and an expanding perimeter surface that is the surface of its body.

The “application” (as in “entity/application” relationship) of biological systems is the storing and changing of energy, from the lowest biological level of organisms to the higher-level of animals.  The cyclical chains of life energy are formed between the extremes of birth and death. In terms of the earth’s ecosystem, having accumulated massive amounts of energy over several billions of years of life, when the possible combinations of energy demand it to occur, the stored energy of the earth is naturally released. 

As for humans, the body is a group system, but the “person” itself is an individual system.  The pressure of the atmosphere and of the energy creates the human body; a “person’s” functions are the result of the energy effect force of the evolution of life.  Feelings are the centripetal force and behavior is a centrifugal force.  The ability to use concepts to communicate with one another is equivalent to the tendency of electrons to expand within the molecule. 
Family and nation are also group systems; without the pressure of physiology, survival, and lifestyle, we would not form families or require nations.  Public benefit is the centripetal force for the family and nation, and personal benefit is its centrifugal force; a nation without external threats is doomed.  While our life is complex and variable, the principles are one.  Selfishness is analogous to the distance between water molecules determining whether it is a gas or a solid.  The system’s energy and the external pressure decide its state.  When its internal energy is low and the external pressure is great, we bond together closely; if the system’s energy is high, and the external energy is small, we will collide and become incompatible.
Human nature is born from environmental pressure.  When most energized, an organism becomes a novel combination structure with great efficiency.  The agglomerating core for human nature is the emotional nature and its expanding force is the rational nature; through the perpetual battle between the emotional and rational, human nature advances towards another level of enlightenment.

Pressure coming from human nature gives birth to urban systems.  Its agglomerating force is lifestyle and its expanding force is development.  In the same manner, a city resembles a living organism, homes are like cells and the roads are the veins and vascular tubes.

If we consider the social system as the “application” (as in “entity/application” relationships), relations between members are based not only on their mutual survival needs, but also on the distribution of the resources within the society.  The individual’s emotional nature is his private realm, but his rational nature belongs to the public domain.  Viewed in terms of the private nature, the boundless greed of our private nature leads to many negative effects; in the public nature, we rely on the members of society having a common understanding of human nature, this understanding is the tendency to expand to the environment, eventually leading to the original entity of the universe.  When the level of desire rises in the community, the world situation becomes dangerous.  If sustaining the counter effect of pressure force, human nature will inevitably stimulate wisdom and exploit it to its highest efficiency.

RELIGION AND LIBERATION:

Chinese Character Analysis:  宗教zong1jiao4, Religion:
宗zong1, an ancestor, a clan:
Head: 宀mian2, a room, roof.

Body:  示 shi4, to offer sacrifices to ancestors, the sky has auspicious and ominous signs; to inform.
· Explanation: to offer sacrifices in a room; the source of those within in the room.

教jiao4, to teach; the good deeds of the parents:

Body:  孝 xiao4, filial; dutiful to ones parents.

Head: 攵pu1, to hit; a behavior.

· Explanation: To know, to understand: a various beneficial behavior.

Word definition: a type of belief or doctrine that has a group organized around a myth.

Chinese Character Analysis:  解脫 jie3tuo1, Liberation:
解jie3, to open

Head: 角 jiao3, animal horn. 

Body:  刀牛 shi4, a knife facing a cow.

· Explanation: to raise a knife against a cow’s horns; analyze it’s patterns; to understand and to be enlightened; to speak; to get rid off; to open.

脫tuo1, to escape:
Head: 肉rou4, meat; the structure of limbs.

Body:  兌 dui4, to exchange, change.
· Explanation: a qualitative change in the physical body; to separate from the system.

Word definition: a system that liberates itself from the constraints of another system.

Before our ideas have matured, the “ego” confuses us; we are not clear about what is exactly objective reality.   To explain the unfathomable phenomena we face, we often select the simplest response, which is to introduce a kind of superhuman “divine” force.

Historically, religion is the cradle of culture and a necessary process in the growth of societies. From the perspective of the history of mankind, religion is not only an inevitable process that all peoples went through in their cultural development, but it also serves as the spring for culture.  Religion provides a critical opportunity for the pursuit of the truth of the universe, while protecting the soul and supporting the emotional nature,.

If from early age someone has no religious feelings or questions, he will lack the intellectual components necessary for the pursuit of truth: curiosity, admiration, self-discipline and spiritual appetite.  At the same time, if a society did not have religious behavior, its members would demonstrate deficiencies in a range of areas: imagination, trust, gratitude and peace of mind.  Contrarily, pious individuals without ever a doubt about the nature of existence, are like “record-only” compact discs.  In the event that an entire society has sunk into such a state of being, it is equivalent to a compact disc factory.

Without doubt, divine beings exist; religion is surely not a figment of the imagination, but the divinity must display divine power.   The scope of this work will not include discussions of such myths as “throwing down beans that turn into armies” and “touching stone to turn it into gold”. Humans definitely do not have true divine authority; we can fantasize about these powers, but we absolutely cannot attain them. One of these divine powers is the ability to foresee the future (to know something before others).  Surely, the divine is on a higher level than “prescient”; it is “omniscient”, that is, it knows everything and, therefore, can do anything.

Complete knowledge encompasses knowledge of the past, present, and future.  That is to say: knowing the unchanging flowchart of the universe.  If the universe did not have a predetermined flowchart, it would imply that an event as random as the falling of a maple leaf could possibly produce a cataclysmic chain of changes.  If this is the case, how could we ever hope to know anything?  If the divine did not know what it wanted to do in the future, but only spent its time “tossing beans and turning them into armies”, how would that differ from a magician performing tricks?

 
One of the differences between humans and God is that we only know a portion of the past and a little of the present.  Machines differ from us in that they only know the present and nothing more.  Only doing what they already know, machines are ignorant about everything else. However, not only do we know the present, we also know the past, and most importantly: how to use both past and present to assist us in ensuring future success; we hope to have the ability to know the future to gain greater advantages.

Since the future is completely within their grasp, divine beings differ from us in that they are omniscient and omnipotent.  Not needing anything and knowing everything, a true divinity would also understand human nature.  The divinity would of course know that human nature is the counter-effect of the energy effect force sustained by us.    We are merely a product constructed according to the blueprint of the flowchart of cosmic evolution.  The quality of the design and the nature of the product are part of the original design.  There is no need for further testing (the factory has quality control, humans are not divine); divine beings allow for all our foibles and weaknesses and do not “test us”; this is what is meant by “mercy”.  
The divine does not have to fool the masses: we are stupid enough; the divine does not need to test us: no one on earth could stand up to a test of this level. As we are human, we lack true knowledge and understanding.  We require guidance to address our complete ignorance, up to the time that we have knowledge; starting with the simple and proceeding to the more complex until we achieve full understanding. “Divine beings” (the original motive force of the universe) used the format of religion to start the spiritual guidance of humanity.

 
The first step was for divine beings to completely seduce ignorant people (possibly the individual who does not understand any concepts) with certain unbelievable “myths”.  The next step, our intellect begins to open up (at a stage when we were still not completely clear on concepts); the divine beings allow us to understand reason; the myth has become the promise of true knowledge and understanding (“technology” is not included in this knowledge).   Next, having acquired a rational nature, we have the opportunity to enter the network of the divine beings and return to the original entity of the universe.

The conclusion is that “truth” is “complete” and “knowledge” is “divine”.   Complete knowledge is the only true divinity and its entirety is the holistic universe; knowledge is also religion.  Having faith in religion is not as beneficial as having faith in knowledge, worshipping knowledge is not as good as obtaining knowledge, to obtain all knowledge one must first “enlighten the mind and realize the true nature”
 and “discard selfishness and abandon desire”…and what about it?  Doesn’t it sound familiar! 










































































































�  Translators’ note: this is an allegory from the philosopher Zhuangzi (ca. 320 B.C.); he is considered as the one of the most eloquent proponents of the thought of Laozi.





� Translators’ note: this contents of this sentence derives from an allegory of Zhuangzi in which a swallow laughed at the Giant Peng bird, because it needed so long to take off.





� Translators’ note: please recall that this is not the Freudian concept of “Ego.”


� Translators’ note:  The expression “move towards the large ego” is synonymous to “returning to the origin”, which is also used by the author in other parts of this work. As mentioned previously, the first step is to obtain inner freedom by detachment; this allows to jump out the cycle of birth, death, rebirth, called samasara by the Buddhists and Hindus, to finally be able to see that everything in the universe seems different but  is in reality made of the same essence: that of the large ego. 


�  Translators’ note: James Clerk Maxwell. 1831-1879.  


�  Translators’ note: Galileo Galilei (1564-1642)  and Jonas Kepler (1571-1630)


�   Translators’ note: Enrico Fermi, Italy, (1901-1954). Received the Nobel Prize in 1938 for physics.  Worked in Quantum Mechanics; responsible for describing the weak force 


�  Translators’ note: Jean-Baptiste Lamarck, (1744-1829) French biologist.


� Translators’ note: this term means the “set of views of a certain group of proponents”.  These views reflect certain common beliefs of these proponents.  As such they form a common vortex that unites these people; the most common example of this phenomena is political factions, generational and cultural movements, etc.


	


�  Translators’ note: Han dynasty (206 B.C.-220 A.D), the thinker and official Dong Chong Shu.


� Translators’ note: Mengzi (aka Mencius) (c. 370-300 BCE), leading interpreter of the teachings of Confucious.  He followed Confucious by several centuries.


� Translators’ note: this is a new English word formed with “intello-” from Latin “intelligens”, meaning “those with intelligence”, and with “kratein” from the Greek, meaning “to represent a system of order”. 


� Translators’ note: this refers to the people with vast material wealth and/or power, and the connotation is that as you go down the pyramid of society vertically the amounts of wealth and/or power decrease proportionately.  


� Translators’ note: this is a Chinese adage that means, “it looks good, but it has of little utility”.


� Translators’ note:	 Concrete Structure = vortex = entity


Abstract Symbol    = spin    = application = function


� Translators’ note: this is a phrase from the Buddhist classic, The Diamond Sutra, which is a dissertation on the essence of wisdom. 
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